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all this. He placed the city under martial law, sent
messengers in all directions calling troops to its pro-
tection, and altogether did everything possible to place
New Orleans in a state to defend itself. Old Hickory
was not going to let the British have Louisiana if he
could help it.

The invaders were sighted on December 10. On that
day the British fleet entered Lake Borgne, fifteen miles
from the city, and having destroyed six American gun-
boats, landed troops which presently began to move
towards New Orleans. The approach was very slow,
however, and it was December 23 before the advance-
guard reached a point six miles from the port and found
themselves confronted by the army of the defenders.

That evening a fierce battle began which lasted all
through the night and ended without victory to either
side. Thereafter followed another lull, broken only by
a severe artillery duel ,between the two armies on
January i, and it was not until seven days later that the
battle which was to decide the fate of New Orleans was
fought. Meanwhile, Jackson and his men had not been
idle. Working day and night, they had constructed a
great earth embankment in front of their position. Its
left flank rested on a cypress swamp, its right on the
Mississippi, and against this strong fortification the
British regiments advanced to the assault early on the
morning of January 8.

It was a cold, dark morning. Mist hung heavily over
the battlefield, and at first hid the combatants from
each other, but presently the Americans, crouching
behind the embankment, descried the long red lines of